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Announcements: 

• For those wanting to be a mentor in the Peer-Mentor Program, please remember to apply 
soon. 

• If you are teaching a course that is coordinated, please make sure to check with the 
coordinator before making exams open notes or open book. 

• Lecturers have been told to observe their recitation instructors. If you have not been 
observed, and want to be, please contact Dr. Hong Wang or Dr. Sean Yee. 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
CLICK the picture below for more information and to sign up if interested to register. All sessions are online.   

 
 
 
  

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/cte/workshops/


 

 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week: 
All Mistakes Are NOT Created Equal 
Dr. Ralph Howard was kind enough to share a part of his MATH 122 syllabus with the TAbloid.  
Many students are unaware of how certain mistakes are more “fatal” than others.  Please give a read 
and see if this could be helpful to your students.   

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Pedagogical Term of the Week: 
Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 
ZPD stems from the social cognitive theory asking, if 
students prior knowledge is very different, can you still teach 
students well?  Essentially, given a mathematics class and 
curriculum, there exists an epsilon such that for any student 
in the class, if their prior knowledge and mathematical ability 
is within epsilon, the class can be taught.  Otherwise, if the 
range of the classrooms’ prior knowledge is greater than 
epsilon, then there will be problems with trying to remediate 
some while moving forward with other students.  A revered 
Russian Education Theorist named Lev Vygotsky (taken far 
too early from this world) started the idea and the western 
world learned of his theories only after the Cold War.  See 
HERE for more. 

 
  

http://www.simplypsychology.org/Zone-of-Proximal-Development.html


 

 
 
Budapest Semesters in Mathematics Education (BSME) 

 
BSME is holding a free Zoom webinar for anyone wishing to learn more 
about Summer@BSME. Please forward to any students, faculty or alumni who may be interested. 
Join us on Tuesday, November 11 
Time: 

• 9:00 am Pacific Time 
• 10:00 am Mountain Time 
• 11:00 am Central Time 
• 12:00 pm Eastern Time 
• 6:00 pm Hungarian Time  

Find pre-registration link here! 
Summer@BSME is a six-week summer program in Budapest, Hungary, designed for 
undergraduates, recent graduates, and in-service teachers interested in the learning and teaching of 
secondary mathematics. Participants take a variety of courses in mathematics education and 
complete a week-long field experience. Come experience the Hungarian pedagogy based on guided 
discovery—which emphasizes problem solving, creativity, and communication—as well as the rich 
and vibrant culture of Hungary. Now offering graduate credits as well as undergraduate credits! Learn more 
about credits here. 
Ryota Matsuura 
North American Director | Budapest Semesters in Mathematics Education 
(507) 786-3417 | Zoom Room | http://pages.stolaf.edu/matsuura/ 

 

 
News  

Graduate Students as Part of the Instructional Workforce for Undergraduate STEM 
Education 
The National Academy of Science, Engineering, and Medicine asked Dr. Victoria Chebotaeva (a 
grad of ours now at U of Southern California) and Dr. Yee to serve on a panel for the role of 
graduate students as an instructional workforce in STEM a few weeks ago. Many of you have asked 
to see that video. Here is the link: 
https://mailchi.mp/nationalacademies/icymi-graduate-students-instructional-workforce-
7271223?e=e636cbea97 
 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsmeducation.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740342205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TODYYbrusqjFzsNkDLxyEF0g3KSyXJzOiSp8U0hNuO0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstolaf.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F_z74uf5SRIegP0X9Mgc88A&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740361544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MaDqRekkInOp5fFsOvTqFe4%2B6BG3SNfnSZqMLvwFNUM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsmeducation.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740371259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oclLi2qnBMdxAuh3m57Vplo3T04%2FA4qG9KrhbA2AjlY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsmeducation.com%2Ftransfer-of-credits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740380708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGNMdEdo62MQePqrDR2vxZIG3YbuRHIpgpo5rdrXzHQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbsmeducation.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740389968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aOwAiLnWWthcbV27wYTHz1W3WaoNE3%2BXHKE%2F8gc4gj8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstolaf.zoom.us%2Fj%2F7172881090&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740399127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uhDzDnWcTVjG7XKQapE98KDZtJgQmG0ym4pmoBHRPBQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpages.stolaf.edu%2Fmatsuura%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyee%40math.sc.edu%7C48b04b98c8544d2ca5f808de14c18f18%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638971018740408349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FxGBlOT4YGWkJcUXive6MM%2FWi9okXIGuemFeD6pN6xY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fnationalacademies%2Ficymi-graduate-students-instructional-workforce-7271223%3Fe%3De636cbea97&data=05%7C02%7CYEE%40math.sc.edu%7Cf7449dc5820d4992f2f808dd004524d4%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638667019152124408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9aUu88x8hG%2BZbXlVUuUTxsDi6gXxGQVaiwNkKGDF%2B5Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fnationalacademies%2Ficymi-graduate-students-instructional-workforce-7271223%3Fe%3De636cbea97&data=05%7C02%7CYEE%40math.sc.edu%7Cf7449dc5820d4992f2f808dd004524d4%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638667019152124408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9aUu88x8hG%2BZbXlVUuUTxsDi6gXxGQVaiwNkKGDF%2B5Y%3D&reserved=0

